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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Introduction

The University of Nevada-Reno Historic District encompasses the original university
complex. This forty acre area incorporates thirteen contributing and five non-
contributing buildings. Conttibuting district buildings are Morrill Hall (1886),
Lincoln Hall (1896), Manzanita Hall (1896), Mackay School of Mines (1908), Jones
Visitors Center (1914), the Veterinary Building (1914), the Peter Frandsen Humanities
Building (1918), Thompson Student Services Center (1920), the Physical Plant (1921),
Clark Administration (1927), Mackay Science Hall (1930), Palmer Engineering Building
(1941) and the Gymnasium (1945). Morrill Hall and Mackay School of Mines were
individually listed in the National Register on May 1, 1974 and April 1, 1982
respectively. The University Gymnasium, constructed in 1945, is of exceptional
significance to the district and is included as a contributing building. The
district also includes two built landscape features, the University Quandrangle

and Manzanita Lake; also considered contributing district elements.

The historic district is located in downtown Reno and is bounded on the south by
Ninth Street; on the west by Virginia Street; on the north and east by later
university development. Please see the accompanying district map.

The contemporary UNR campus covers an area four by ten city blocks and includes
seventy buildings and related improvements. In contrast, the original campus,
founded in 1885, encompassed ten acrea and included 'one building, Morrill Hall,
surrounded by open fields. Morrill Hall and the school's principal entrance were
oriented towards Lake Street. From 1885 until the second World War, campus growth
tookplace o the original hill and adjoining acreage to the north. This area remains
the central core of the campus today retaining thirteen buildings, a quadrangle,

and a lake constructed during that sixty year period. All of these elements occupy
their original sites, and retain their overall integrity despite minor modifications
and modernizations.

The thirteen extant historic buildings on the UNR campus represent three time periods,
each characterized by a national style of campus architecture. Three buildings

survive from the earliest period, the late 19th century. These designs reflect styles
popular at that time in eastern United States colleges. They are symmetrical,
two—-and-one~half story, brick buildings, clad in common bond. Morrill Hall is rectangular,
with a mansard roof; the two dormitories, Lincoln and Manzanita Halls, are constructed

on H-plans, and have gabled roofs. All three have gabled dormers in the half-story.

All are oriented towards the south, toward the town of Reno.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY

The University of Nevada-Reno Historic District is a distinguishable entity of
exceptional significance for the quality of its architectural design and for its
historical associations with the development of Nevada's university system. The
district is eligible for listing in the National Register under criteria A, B, and

C. The historic district is a unified educational complex designed in the

Jeffersonian Revival style. Nevada's first land-grant institution, the University

of Nevada-Reno served as the state's only institution of higher learning until the
1960s. The development of the district is also associated with prominent philanthropist
Clarence Hungerford Mackay.

The district buildings and landscape elements were designed by locally and nationally
prominent architects including the firms of McKim, Mead and White of New York,

Bliss and Faville of San Francisco, Robert Farquhar of Los Angles, and Frederick J.
DeLongchamps of Reno. The design represents. a unique western adaptation of eastern
university prototypes in its Jeffersonian Revival style. 1In addition, the University
Gymnasium, designed by Frederick J. DelLongchamps and constructed in 1945; is of
exceptional significance to the district for the quality of its architectural design
and its role in university development.

Elaboration
Criteria A

The establishment of a State University is specifically provided for in Article XI

of Nevada's State Constitution, adopted September 7, 1864. At that time, the

delegates to Nevada's Constitutional Convention made a significant committment to

the education of future Nevadans. Few state constitutions provided for the establishment
of a state university, and those that did went scarcely beyond mentioning their
intentions. By contrast, Article XI of the Nevada Constitution provides specific

and detailed plans ranging through eight separate sections on education. Section 4 of
that Article states:

The Legislature shall provide for the establishment of a State University,
which shall embrace departments for agriculture, mechanic arts, and mining,
to be controlled by a Board of Regents, whose duties shall be prescribed by
law.
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Eight buildings and two landscape fieatures were constructed between 1906 and 1938,
under the stylistic and economic control of Clarence Mackay. The buildings are
characterized by classical styling and by their arrangement around a quadrangle,

a feature adopted by Mackay's architects from Jefferson's University of Virginia
design. Mackay was also responsible for the design and construction of the other
landscape feature, Manzanita Lake.

Mackay's buildings are, in general, two~story symmetrical brick structures with
clasgical facades and hip or truncated hip roofs. Bricks are laid in Flemish

bond with glazed headers; decorative elements consist of courses of brick, and
limestone entries, some of which are full classical porticos. Three of the eight
have the same first-—story window treatment, consisting of framing by courses of
projecting headers, with limestone keystones. Mackay School of Mines, the earliest
of these, was the model for Mackay Science Hall and Thompson Student Services.
Architects of the eight buildings include the New York firm of McKim, Mead and White,
Reno architect Frederick DelLongchamps, Robert Farquhar of Los Angeles, and W.0. Lewis
of Reno.

The third historical period, 1938-1945, follows the death of Clarence Mackay and
includes WWII. Two new buildings were built during this time. One, Palmer Engineering,
folows the pervious classical campus planning. It's facade is the same as Mackay
Science and itsupportico is copied from Mackay School of Mines and first floor windows
have the framing and keystone motif. The architect was Rusgell Mills of Reno. The
other, the Gymnasium, was designed by DeLongchamps. It was built during WWII, and
housed troops before being used for athletics by the university in 1945. It is a
rectangular, three-story structure with poured concrete decorative features, and is

the only Arte Moderne structure on campus.

All subsequent buildings on the UNR campus, designed in the 1950s and later, are
in sympathetic modern architectural styles, and include flat roofs and metal-frame
ribbon windows. The theme of multi-story, rectangular brick clad buildings has
generally been continued.

Historical Background




NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
3 Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number 7 Page 3

Establishment of the "State University" was specifically provided
for 1in Nevada's State Constitution, adopted in 1864. Wording of the
eight separate sections on education assured entitlement to funds from
the federal land-grant endowment under the terms of the 1862 Morrill
Act, and the independence of the new university from the state leg-
islature. Nevada subsequently established a land-grant college in
Elko in 1874.

Late 19th Century:

In 1885 the State government decided to move its «college from
Elko to Washoe County. Reno was then a small railroad town with a
population under 3,000. The campus' first land was a ten acre parcel,
located one mile north of the railroad depot. The site was an
elevated prominence surrounded by pastures and alfalfa fields. The
first building constructed was an all- purpose one, Morrill Hall,
built in 1886 in the Second Empire style.

Morrill Hall served for many years as the "Main Building", hous-
ing administrative offices, classrooms, and dormitories. The aban-
doned alfalfa field behind the building was used as a parade ground
for the battalion of Nevada State University Cadets required of land-
grant institutions. A combined woodshed and stable in the immediate
rear of the building completed the facilities available to the 75
full-time students enrolled for the first full academic year 1886-
1887. Another ten-acre -parcel was purchased, directly north of the
first one, and four additional buildings were constructed, all with
their main entrances facing south toward Reno. Morrill Hall is the
only surviving structure of the original five, and is listed individu-
ally on the National Register (1 May 1974).

Fifteen additional acres were purchased in 1895, extending the campus
boundaries west to the State Road (Virginia Street). Two modern dor-
mitories were erected on the new land in 1896. Their architectural
style was borrowed from dormitories on eastern campuses, with hip and
gable roofs and gabled dormers. Manzanita, originally the girls' Cot-
tage, was half its present size and L-shaped when first erected on the
west edge of campus. The present size and modified H-shape came, in
1910, from adding to its north end a mirror image of the south. Lin-
coln Hall men's dormitory was H-shaped in original design.

In 1905 a Dining Hall was added between Manzanita and Lincoln
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Halls, and in 1907 the three buildings were connected by boardwalks.
The living complex occupied an isolated spot on what was then the
extreme northwest corner of the campus near the State Road. The
placement of these two dormitories reflected the then-current educa-
tional 1ideal of the "cottage system" of housing, a scattering of
home-like buildings in a less-formal naturalistic setting. 0f this
group only the dormitories remain today.

20th c. - Clarence Mackay's Influence:

The development of the UNR campus in the 20th century was greatly
influenced by Clarence H. Mackay, son of Comstock 'King' John Mackay.
The younger Mackay not only donated buildings and land in his own and
in his father's name, but he also held stylistic control over campus
development, from 1906 until his death in 1938.

Mackay, and therefore the development of the University of
Nevada, was 1influenced by a new period of American campus architec-
ture, called Jeffersonian Revival. Stanford White, of the New York
firm of McKim, Mead & White, was Mackay's architect. 1In 1898 White
had rediscovered Jefferson's 1817 plan for the University of vVirginia
campus . White designed a set of structures for the UVA campus, to
close the south end of Jefferson's Lawn. The campus was originally a
set of classically-inspired structures facing on a quadrangle, with a
domed rotunda at the head of the quad. White enlarged the plan in the
Beaux-Arts style, adding buildings in a symmetrical pattern on a new
axis perpendicular to the original quad. The resulting plan was the
basis for future development of the Reno campus, under the collabora-
tion of White's New York firm and Bliss and Faville of San Francisco.

Mackay's first undertaking on the UNR campus, in 1906, was to
construct a new School of Mines building, directly north of Morrill
Hall and facing toward Reno. It was designed by W. S. Richardson, a
member of the firm of McKim, Mead and White. The design was classi-
cal, a symmetrical two-story brick structure, with a two-story Tuscan
portico of 1limestone at the main entrance. This building is on the
National Register of Historic Places (1 April 1982).

Formal landscaping of the campus began with the construction of
the new Mines building. University President J.E. Stubbs recommended
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that the new quadrangle area created between the rear of Morrill Hall
on the south and the front of the new building on the north should be
"fitted up with trees and a lawn." Mackay donated the funds and hired
the architectural firms that had designed and overseen construction of
the Mines building to design appropriate landscaping. Work was com-
pleted by the 1908 dedication of the building.

In that same year, Bliss and Faville submitted a master plan to
the state 1legislature, reserving the quadrangle as a perpetual park.
Every building to be constructed and every tree planted would be part
of a harmonious whole. Following this plan, new buildings were to be
oriented facing the quadrangle instead of toward the town of Reno.

The focal point of the master plan was a massive, domed, combina-
tion library/administration building, to have replaced Morrill Hall at
the top of the Hill. Elaborate concrete steps from Lake and 9th
Streets were proposed to bring pedestrians up to the rotunda, which
would be visible for miles around. Mackay and Stubbs actively sought
funding from Vanderbilts and other national figures for this building.

Also in 1908, Mackay increased the acreage of the campus by ten
acres. He bought and deeded to the university Evans Field, a natural
hollow northeast of the main campus, formerly rented from J.N. Evans
for athletic purposes. Mackay also donated the funds for building a
new grandstand, training quarters, and formal track, all designed by

McKim, Mead and White. The field and facilities were in use until
1966, when the new Mackay Stadium was built on new acreage further
north; the old Evans Field now holds several departmental buildings

arranged around a small quadrangle.

In 1911, Mackay and President Stubbs formalized Mackay's growing
influence over the campus. They conferred in Mackay's New York
offices, and agreed that Mackay would have prior approval of any new

campus construction. At Mackay's request, President Stubbs and archi--

tect Bliss visited the University of Virginia campus at Charlottes-
ville. In another pitch for Bliss & Faville's master plan, Stubbs
reported to the Board of Regents on the similarities between the two
campuses and on Mackay's plans for UNR's future appearance. The
University of Vvirginia campus, with 1its tree-lined quadrangle sur-
rounded by a double row of buildings, and its rotunda library was pro-
posed as the model for UNR. Bliss presented Mackay with a watercolor
rendering of the future Reno campus.
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While beautification was taking place in the new quad area, plans were made to create
a lake on campus. As early as 1903, President Stubbs had lobbied the Board of Regents
and the state legislature in favor of enlarging the pond in the small valley west of
the academic buildings. Mackay sent his personal landscape architect in 1909 to

carry out plans for beautifying the campus, and at that time plans were made to dam
up the pond to create a lake. Manzanita Lake was finally developed in 1911. The dam
terminated with a walkway which connected Virginia Street with the center of campus.
The lake and the area south of it were landscaped with grass, trees and shrubbery.

The Mackay School of Mines set the architectural tone for building design on the
campus between 1913 and 1941, a time when enrollment increased from fewer that 500

to over 3,000 students. The master plan for building placement was followed as well,
using the Beaux~Arts principles of axiality and symmetry applied by White at UVA.
Since funding for the proposed rotunda library had not been found,'a new library was
still needed. Books and students were overcrowded in the cramped basement of Morrill
Hall and overflowing into other buildings.

A temporary library was funded, designed by Reno architect DeLongchamps. This
"temporary" structure was constructed in 1914 on the southwest side of the main
quadrangle, facing onto it, according to the master plan. At the same time, funding
was also legislated for a new Dairy Building, the first structure on campus specifically
given to Agriculture. This also was designed by DeLongchamps, and was placed behind

the Mechanical Building, beginning a second eastern row of structures behind the first
row facing the quad. This brought the number of buildings on campus in 1914 to 16,
sited on 45 acres. Of these 16 buildings, six stand today: Morrill Hall, Manzanita
and Lincoln Halls, Mackay School of Mines, the Veterinary Science Building (Dairy),

and the "temporary" Library, now Jones Visitors Center.

Three buildings constructed after the temporary library formed an avenue behind the
western row of structures on the main quad. The Agriculture building, now Frandsen
Humanities, was erected in 1918, beginning the row. It was placed behind the
temporary library, mirtoring the location of the Dairy Building, In 1920, a new
Education building, now Thompson Student Services, was added to the row, north

of Agriculture. The row was completed in 1927 with the addition of a new Library,
today Clark Administration Building, south of Agriculture. These three buildings
remain intact today.
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During this same period, a new Federal Mining Experimental Sta-
tion was authorized by the federal government, the facility to bhe on
the UNR campus. The building was designed in 1920 by DelLongchamps,
and completed in 1921. It was purposely designed to be simple and
unobtrusive, and was placed out of the way, directly behind the Mines
building.

In 1930, in honor of his 1long commitment to the university,
Clarence Mackay dedicated a building to himself. The new building,
Mackay Science Hall, was placed on the east side of the main quad,
just north of Morrill Hall, on the site once occupied by the old Phy-
sics building. The architecture echoed that of Mackay School of
Mines.

After Mackay - 1938-1945:

Mackay's period of control ended with his death in 1938. 1In that
same year, plans were made for construction of two buildings on

campus, a new engineering building and a new gymnasium. Palmer
Engineering was constructed on the Lower campus at the east end of the
axis perpendicular to the main gquadrangle. Its entrance 1is in a

direct line with that of Thompson Student Service. Palmer is the last
building on campus to follow the classical styling and to be placed
according to the old master plan.

The new Gymnasium, located on a site near the north end of campus
behind Lincoln Hall and next to Virginia Street, was designed and
funded at the same time as the Engineering building, but was not com-
pleted until 1945. Delays were due to heating system problems and the
war. This building is in the Arte-Moderne style.

Modernism - Non-contributing buildings:

Subsequent construction on the UNR campus has been in a modern or
International style, buildings having flat roofs, ribbon windows, and
metal and concrete decorative elements. Five newer buildings exist
within the area proposed as a historic district, and are non-
contributing members. Two occupy sites that have never been occupied
before, and three have replaced older structures.
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The Jot Travis Student Union was begun in 1952, and the final
stage was completed in 1963. This building is located behind Frandsen
Humanities, on the north shore of Manzanita Lake.

Silas Ross Hall was built in 1957 as the Business building. It
is located on the west side of the main quad, at the north end near
Mackay School of Mines. It was built on the site of the 0ld Chemistry
Building.

White Pine Hall, a men's dormitory, was built in 1960, on a site
that begins between Lincoln Hall and Virginia Street and runs north
along Virginia.

Juniper Hall was built in 1962 as a women's dormitory. It sits
on the site of the 0ld Dining Hall that was once connected to the 1896
dorms by boardwalks. This building is joined to the north elevation
of Manzanita Hall by a party wall.

The New School of Mines building was added to the main quad in
1983. It 1is located on the east side, at the north end near the old
School of Mines. The site was once occupied by the Mechanical Build-
ing.

UNR Campus Today:

Other new construction, outside the proposed district, surrounds
this historic district on all sides except the south. At the south
end, Morrill Hall and its historic neighbors are still the buildings
nearest to and overlooking the town of Reno, and they are still the
first impression a visitor has of the campus of the University of
Nevada-Reno. The main entrance steps still climb from Lake and 9th
Streets to Morrill Hall. The main motor traffic entrance winds up
from Center and 9th Streets to Clark Administration and Jones vVisitors
Center, the 1927 and 1914 campus libraries, and on to Morrill Hall.

BUILDING DESCRIPTIONS:
Contributing Elements

MORRILL HALL - 1886

Morrill Hall is two-and one-half story structure built in the
French Second Empire Style, with a mansard roof. This building, the
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first built on the Reno campus, sits at the south end of the univer-
sity quadrangle, overlooking downtown Reno, at the head of the campus.

Morrill Hall was listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1974, and was remodeled and renovated after that time. The
building retains its historical and architectural integrity.

LINCOLN HALL - 1896

Lincoln Hall is a two-and-one-half story brick dormitory building
completed in 1896 from plans by the firm of Percy and Hamilton of San
Francisco. 1Its design was a copy of the eastern United States college
dormitory style popular during the period, an eclectic blend of archi-
tectural features including elements of Colonial, Flemish and
Romanesque Revival styles. It is located between the present campus
library and Virginia Street, and faces south toward the Student Union.
With very few external modifications or modernizations, this building
appears now as it did originally.

The building is an H-plan, covering a ground area of 124' x 70',
and consisting of a rectangular, hip-roof central block with gabled
wings crossing both ends. The long axis of the structure is oriented
east and west, with the main entrance in the center of the central
block, on the south elevation.

The hip-roof central block shows a Colonial Revival influence,
having a chimney at each hipped end, a central cupola, and three
gabled dormers front and rear. The roofs of the wings are gabled,
with Flemish parapet gabled walls facing front (south) and rear
(north), and four gabled dormers each, facing the sides. The roof is
clad in red asphalt shingles. Reaching from wing to wing across the
central block on the building's main, or south, elevation is a flat-
roofed, one-story arcade which includes the main entrance. The build-
ing is clad in red brick laid in common bond, and has heavy, rusti-
cated granite block accents which, with the arches of the arcade, give
the building a Romanesque flavor.

All original windows in the building are wooden, two-over-two
light, double hung sash, with wood surrounds and stone sills. Those
on the first story are round-headed, with semicircular brick arches.
The remaining windows are flat with flat arches.
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The principal, or south, entrance is through the central arch of
the arcade. The rusticated stone arch is supported by two rusticated
stone columns. "“LINCOLN HALL" is chiseled into the stonework above
the arch. On each side of the stone arch is a set of three brick
arches interconnected by plain, wood balusters. Each brick arch is
supported by a brick pier with a plain stone capital. 1Inside the
arcade, the double single-light main doors are metal, with an arched
transom, partial sidelights, wood surrounds, and a brick arch. The
floor of the arcade is wood, with an area of concrete replacement in
the heavily travelled center section. Eight granite steps with a
closed railing lead up to the central arch.

Fenestration on the south facade is symmetrical. The six central
block first-story windows are located inside the arcade, three on each
side of the main door. Each of the three dormers has a pair of win-
dows, and the six second story windows are arranged in pairs matching
the dormers. The gable wall of each wing has two windows in each
story, while the half-story windows are arranged in pairs which
correspond to the central dormers.

Original openings in the east and west elevations are symmetri-
cal. There are four windows in each story, below four single-window
dormers. A central ground-level entrance has been added to both eleva-
tions, and include two-light, metal double doors with a single opaque
transom. Two windows were also added, one in each story over the
doors. On the west elevation, a new single-light, metal frame door
with a metal awning for handicap access has replaced one first-story
window.

The rear, or north, elevation is similar to the front facade, but
lacks the arcade. The six first story windows are grouped in pairs as
are the second story and dormers. A first and a second story blind
extra window makes fenestration unsymmetrical. The central dormer, on
this elevation larger than the other two, is the size of the wing
gables. Two exterior, brick chimneys, one larger and newer than the
other, intersect the central dormer, one on each side of the windows.
A set of metal fire escape stairs abut the large chimney from roof to
ground level,

Copper gutters and downspouts were replaced and some of the
brickwork was repointed in 1927. Despite the addition of doors and
windows on the east and west facades, the addition of handicap
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facilities and a chimney, and other minor modernizations and repairs
to this old building, it retains its architectural integrity.

MANZANITA HALL (The Cottage - 1896)

Manzanita Hall is a two-and-one-half-story brick dormitory build-
ing, designed in an eclectic blend of architectural features charac-
teristic of university dormitories of the period. It and its companion
building, Lincoln Hall, were completed in 1896 from plans by the San
Francisco firm of Percy and Hamilton. Manzanita Hall 1is located
between the west shore of Manzanita Lake and Virginia Street, and
faces south toward downtown Reno. Despite several modifications, the
original appearance of the building has been effectively maintained.

Manzanita is arranged in a modified H-plan. The gable-roofed,
rectangular central block is situated with the long axis north to
south and the main entrance in the south gable wall. Gabled wings

cross the north and south ends, projecting one bay to the west and two
bays to the east. The south half of the building is the original
structure. The north half, nearly a mirror image of the south, was
added in 1910.

The roof of the building is clad in red asphalt shingles; a row
of brick dentils bands it below the roof line. The exterior brick is
laid in common bond with rusticated sandstone accents. The building
rests on a random course, rough-faced granite basement, with a beveled
granite watertable.

Fenestration is generally symmetrical throughout the building.
The half story includes gabled dormers with paired windows, arranged
over the first and second story windows. Window openings have brick
flat arches and sandstone sills. Windows are two-over-two light,
double-hung sash, with molded wood surrounds.

The north and south elevations are asymmetrical, consisting of
the three-bay, parapet gable walls of the central block, with the
sides of the crossing wings extending one bay to the left and two to
the right. The north roof has a single dormer over each of the two
wing bays; the south has one double dormer. The south elevation is
the main facade of the building; the north is now partially obscured
by its abutment to the south end of Juniper Hall.
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On the south facade, the main entrance is through a flat roofed,
one-story, three bay, arcaded porch. The porch encloses the door and
three windows, one left and a pair right of the door. The wood, ten-
light single main door has a 1low arched transom and multi-light
sidelights, and is framed by a molded wood surround.

The central arch of the porch is semielliptical. It is flanked by
semicircular brick arches, one on each side and one on each end of the
projecting portico. These are supported by rough stone piers of
dark-rose sandstone with unadorned white granite capitals, and inter-
connected by plain wood balusters. Twelve granite stairs with a
stepped stone railing access the portico. The portico has a concrete
floor and a wood slat ceiling.

The east and west elevations are basically symmetrical. Each is
six-bay in the central block, with the two-bay, parapet gable walls of
the crossing wings projecting at the north and south ends of the
block. On the west elevation, the south gable wall is a two-story
canted bay incorporating an exterior chimney. The east elevation 1is
altered by the addition of three concrete towers; each is one bay
square and two-and-one-half stories high, containing elevator and
stairways. These are fit into the inside corners where the wings meet
the central block, two in the south and one in the north corner,
obscuring original walls and dormers. Each tower has a metal, two-
light entrance door in the basement level. A wooden porch, added to
this side c. 1910, was removed during remodeling in the 1950s; the
porch ghost is still visible. A handicap entry with a shed roof was
recently added to the east face of a south tower (c. 1986).

This building is the most altered of those in the proposed dis-
trict, considering the early modifications, such as the doubling of
the original structure and the addition of the south and east porches,
and the later changes, such as the abutting of the newer dormitory,
the addition of the three concrete towers on the east elevation, the
removal of the east porch, and the addition of handicap access.
Despite these alterations, the building retains its overall architec-
tural and historic integrity.

MACKAY SCHOOL OF MINES - 1908

Mackay School of Mines building was completed in 1908 from plans
drawn by William S. Richardson, of the New York firm of McKim, Mead
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and White. The two-story, symmetrical brick structure has a 1lime-
stone, monumental <classical portico on the south elevation, which
faces on the university's main quadrangle. The building sits at the
north end of the quad, opposite Morrill Hall, and defines the quad's
length. '

The Mines building was placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places on 1 April 1982. It has been remodeled, but it retains
its original character and use.

THE UNIVERSITY QUADRANGLE (Mackay Quadrangle - 1908)

The Quadrangle is a flat, rectangular, tree-lined lawn, measuring
roughly 200'(east to west) by 600' (N to S). This open space, a part
of a landscape design by McKim, Mead and White, was created in 1908
behind Morrill Hall, with the construction of Mackay School of Mines.
The quad has been the focal point of the arrangement of new campus
buildings from 1908 until the present.

The quadrangle was donated and landscaped by Clarence H. Mackay,
at the same time that he donated the Mackay School of Mines Building,
and was designed by the same firm. The quad became a central point of
Mackay's longterm plans for the university, that he hoped to model
after Stanford White's revival of Jefferson's plan at the University
of Virginia at Charlottesville. The plan called for the arrangement
of classically designed buildings around an open quadrangle.

The quad space was graded, fill was added, and pipes and conduit
were laid, in preparation for landscaping, in 1908. A lawn and trees
were planted, and brick sidewalks were installed around the edges.
The walks were replaced and benches added in the 1980s.

Today, the quad is lined with buildings both o0ld and new. Mor-
rill Hall (1886), the first building ever built on the Reno campus,
sits at the south end of the quad overlooking Reno. At the north end,
facing Morrill Hall across the quad, is Mackay School of Mines (1908).
On the east side are the new Laxalt Mining Building (1983) and the old
Mackay Science Hall (1930). On the west side is Jones Visitors Center
(1914) and Ross Hall (1957). All face toward the quad.

Behind the east and west rows that face directly on the quad are
other buildings, also part of the landscaping plan, that face the
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quad. The second east row consists of the Veterinary Science, or
Dairy Building, (1914) and Palmer Engineering (1938), offset to the
east. The second west row consists of Thompson Student Services
(1920) , Frandsen Humanities (1918), and Clark Administration (1926).

The quadrangle retains its original character. Walks have new
bricks, and benches have been added, but the presence of an open,
green space in the center of the campus around which buildings are
arranged has stayed the same.

MANZANITA LAKE -~ 10911

Manzanita Lake is a small lake located in the southwest quadrant
of the present campus. It is roughly 3 acres in surface area, shaped
like a long triangle, arranged with the long axis north and south and
has a small island in the north end.

The lake was created from an cow pond in 1911 by damming the
stream coming out of the south end of the pond. On the top of the dam
a walkway was made connecting Virginia Street and the Manzanita Hall
girl's dorm on the west with the main part of campus on the east. The
lake area was included in the campus landscaping, which involved the
planting of trees and shrubs that still surround the lake today.

Little about the 1lake 1itself has changed since its damming
seventy-five years ago, but new buildings have been constructed around
it. 1In 1918 the new Agriculture building was built on the northeast
shore, with its rear elevation oriented towards the lake. In 1927 the
new Memorial Library building was built south of the Agriculture
building, with 1its west side facing on the east shore. 1In 1952 the
new Jot Travis Student Union was built on the north shore in front of
Lincoln Hall. The second-floor student dining room in the student
union now extends out over the north edge of the lake and has one con-
crete support pillar in the lake itself.

Despite the additions of the buildings over the vyears and the

growth of the original and some new vegetation, the lake retains its
original purpose and appearance as a pastoral spot on campus.

JONES VISITORS CENTER ('Temporary' Library - 1914)
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Jones Visitor Center was designed in 1914 by Frederic
DeLongchamps as the first campus library. The building is a small,
symmetrical, rectangular one-story brick structure with a

classically-inspired limestone main entrance. It is located west and
just north of Morrill Hall, facing the main campus quad. Few external
modifications have been made, and the building retains its original
character.

The rectangular building (50' x 80') 1is <c¢lad in Flemish bond
brick with glazed headers, and has Bedford limestone decorative ele-
ments. The flat roof is concealed behind a brick parapet. The cornice
is molded metal painted white to match limestone. Patterned brickwork
forms the water table, the frieze, and other decorative courses. The
foundation 1is limestone block, and includes a basement under the west
half of the structure.

Building windows are six-over-six light, double-hung wood sash,
with simple wood surrounds, and brick sills. Fenestration throughout
the building is irregular. The north elevation has nine windows, the
center three of which are larger than the others. The south and west
have four, while the east has two.

The east, or main, elevation includes a central entry, with a
small sidelight and a full-size window on each side. The entry is
decorated with a classically-inspired Bedford 1limestone surround.
This feature consists of a fluted pilaster on each side of the main
doors, with a semicircular pediment. The tympanum is decorated with a
medallion, in an open book and wreath motif. There are similar medal-
lions at each corner of the building on all elevations. The single-
light double main doors and fixed, single-light transom are all wood.
To the left of the entry is a poured concrete reading bench, which has
the date 1914 in the backrest. Patterned brickwork stairs lead up to
the doors.

The rear, or west, elevation has a central entrance, with a blind
sidelight and two windows on each side. This entrance is decorated
only by a radiating brick flat arch with a carved stone keystone. The
single-light door and transom are metal. A concrete handicap ramp and
stair combination was added to this entrance in 1983, along with a
brass plaque which reads 'Clarence K. and Martha H. Jones Visitor
Center, May 1983°'.
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On the south elevation are concrete steps leading down to the
double, wooden basement doors. Also on the south side of the building
is a metal ladder from roof to the ground.

Since the construction in 1926 of a new library, the building has
been wused as the departments of both English and Journalism. Exterior
lights were added to both front and rear entrances, the interior reno-
vated, and the handicap ramp added in 1983, when it became Jones
Visitor's Center. At that time the west elevation became an addi-
tional main entrance. Despite the changes, the building retains its
architectural integrity.

VETERINARY BUILDING (Dairy Building - 1914)

The Veterinary Building is a one-story, rectangular brick build-
ing, constructed in 1914 from plans drawn by Nevada architect Frederic
J. DeLongchamps. It was originally used as the Dairy Building, part of
the Department of Agriculture. The building is located in the eastern-
most row of structures, behind the main university quad, and directly
opposite the Agriculture Building constructed in the same year behind
the west row on the quad. The building retains its original appear-
ance.

The building is a small, one story building, clad in common bond
brick. The basement, which is exposed to ground level on the rear, or
east, elevation, is faced with granitic rubble with beaded mortar.
The hip roof has projecting eaves, and is clad in red asphalt shin-
gles, with two ventilators, one near each hip, and one interior brick
chimney. The cornice is galvanized iron painted white.

All major windows of the building are six-over-six 1light with
wood surrounds. Those of the first story have no decorative sills or
lintels, but are set between two horizontal courses of bricks that
band the building. Basement windows sit on a similar brick course set
in the rubble, and have brick flat arches that abut the first story
brickwork.

The front entrance of the building is located in the first story
on the west side, facing the rear of the new Paul Laxalt Mines Build-
ing which, in turn, 1is oriented toward the quad. The elevation is
undecorated. The main entrance is a single, wood door with a fixed,
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single light transom. The door is placed south of center, and has two
windows south and five north of it. The first floor is at ground
level on this side.

The north and south elevations are both three-bay. The ground
level slopes to the east, exposing the east side of the basement level
on both elevations. The basement on the south elevation has an
entrance in the center bay, and one window east of the door. The
north has one east window and one small window in the basement level.

The west elevation of the building is unique among campus build-
ings, in that it 1is faced with brick and rubble. The rubble-faced
basement is completely exposed, and contrasts sharply with the brick
first story. This side is five-bay. There is an entrance in the base-
ment level, one bay south of center. The entry is a single, wood door
with fixed transom.

The Dairy Building was originally the home of the Dairy Depart-
ment of the School of Agriculture. It contained milk, ice-cream and
cheese laboratories, for manufacture and testing, as well as lecture
space and departmental offices. After the new Agriculture Building
was built in 1918, some of these activities were gradually moved
there, and the Agricultural Extension took over most of the Dairy
Building. 1In 1936 the interior was remodeled, and the Veterinary Sci-
ence Department took over the building, using it until its recent
abandonment.

PETER FRANDSEN HUMANITIES BUILDING (Agriculture Building - 1918)

Frandsen Humanities, a two-story, rectangular, brick building
with a classically-inspired limestone facade, was designed in 1917 by
Walter O. Lewis as the first Agriculture Building on the campus. It
is 1located behind, or west of, the main quadrangle's west row of
structures, and faces east toward Jones Visitors Center. Some modern-
izations have been made, but the building retains its original appear-
ance.

The symmetrical seventeen-bay building is a central block-and-
wing plan, the overall rectangle measuring 180'x57'. The body of the
steel frame building is clad in Flemish bond with glazed headers, with
a molded 1iron cornice and plain terra cotta frieze. The basement,
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which is exposed on the three secondary elevations, 1is clad in common
bond and banded by a beveled limestone water table. The truncated hip
roof has small gable in the center of the rear elevation, and is
covered in red asphalt shingles.

Windows on all floors on all elevations are six-over-six,
double-hung, wood sash with wood surrounds. First and second story
windows have brick flat arches and limestone sills.

The east and west elevations are bilaterally symmetrical, having
an eleven-bay central block flanked by three-bay wings. Each has a
central entrance, included in a three bay decorative feature in the
central Dblock, with doors in the first floor level on the east side,
and in the exposed basement story on the west.

In the east, or main facade, the decorative feature is a two-
story, recessed, three-bay classical portico. This feature consists of
two monumental Ionic columns, flanked by two combination brick and
limestone pilasters, all topped by a limestone entablature, frieze,
and parapet. Today, "FRANDSEN" 1is chiseled into a granite nameplate
in the frieze, replacing the original "AGRICVLTVRE". The portico is
reached both by five concrete steps and by a small metal elevator for
handicap access.

Within the center bay of the portico, the main entry consists of
metal, double, single-light doors with a fixed transom covered by iron
grillwork, 1In addition to the reqgular windows, on the first floor
there 1is a blind window in each side wall of the recess. Decorative
elements within the portico include terra cotta garlands and ornamen-
tal brick arches over windows, and soffits of terra cotta with
rosettes. Two first floor windows outside the portico repeat the
brick arch and garland motif. Two interior brick chimneys were added
to this side of the building, adjacent to the wings, about 1949. A
brass plaque north of the entrance reads "The Peter Frandsen Humani-
ties Building."

On the west elevation, the decorative element is a slight projec-
tion, in brick, of the building face. The projection is three bays
wide, three stories in height including the basement, and is topped by
a gable. This feature consists of the basement entrance doors, a
two-story opening containing multiple windows and spandrels at first
and second story levels, topped by a large blind fan extending into
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the gable. The entire wooden and window feature is unified by being
painted brown.

The west entry is a set of single-light, metal-framed double
doors flanked by sidelights and by small, two-over-two windows. The
two-story opening above the doors contains two horizontal rows of
three windows and spandrels each. The basement level has two addi-
tional doors, a single-light wooden door with sidelight and transom in
both the north and south wings. Four windows in the first story of
this elevation have been bricked in.

On both the north and the south elevations, the openings are sym-
metrically arranged. The north elevation has six bays. Two windows
have been replaced by metal fire doors, one on the second story, with
metal stairs. and one on the basement. The south has seven bays. Two
of the original window openings have been replaced by metal fire
escape doors with metal stairs, one on each story.

The building was used for agriculture classes, museum and some
home economics classes until 1958. Since that time it has housed the
English, Poreign Language, and Philosophy Departments, and classrooms.
In spite of the additions of two chimneys on the east elevation wings,
the addition of the handicap elevator at the main entrance, and minor
replacement of doors and window openings, this building has retained
its architectural integrity.

THOMPSON STUDENT SERVICES CENTER (Education Building -~ 1920)

Thompson Student Services Center, a two-story, brick building
with a classically-inspired facade, was designed in 1919 by Frederic
DeLongchamps of Reno as the education building. It is located behind
the west row of wmain quad buildings, and is oriented east toward
Mackay School of Mines. There have been few obvious exterior modifi-
cations to the structure, so its appearance still follows the original
design.

The symmetrical, fifteen bay structure is a modified rectangle in
plan, measuring 160' x 58'. The body of the steel frame building is
clad in Flemish bond with glazed headers. The basement foundation
cladding is common bond. The building has a low, hipped roof, clad in
red asphalt shingles. The cornice is terra cotta with brick dentils,
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and below it is a plain brick frieze in common bond. Vertical stretch-
ers band the building above the beveled limestone water table.

All main windows of the building are six-over-six light, double-
hung sash, with wood surrounds and limestone sills. All have radiat-
ing brick flat arches. First story windows on the east and south
elevations are framed by a row of projecting headers and have a lime-
stone keystone.

The principal, or east, 15-bay facade includes a central, two-
story portico of Bedford limestone. The partly recessed portico is
three bays in width, with six bays on each side. The <classically-
inspired portico includes four monumental Ionic columns topped by an
entablature, a frieze, and a stepped, block parapet. The floor is
patterned brick, and four brick steps lead to the ground. The princi-
pal entry, within the portico, includes double, single-light, wood
main doors with a rectangular transom and limestone surround. 1In
1959, when the building's name was changed, "THOMPSON" was chiseled
into a granite plate in the portico frieze and a brass plaque, reading
"Rueben C. Thompson Building" was placed beside the portico.

The five-bay south elevation has a central entrance reached by
six brick steps with a solid railing. The single-light, metal framed
double doors, with a single-light, fixed transom, are enframed by a
limestone surround with a flat, limestone cornice. The two outer win-
dows on the first story are blind.

The first floor on the north elevation has only one opening, a
metal service door. The second story has seven openings, three windows
on each side of a single-light metal fire-escape door with a single-
light fixed transom and metal stairs. One window opening has been
bricked in.

The rear, or west, elevation is divided into three parts; the
center section 1is a brick, three-bay slight projection analogous to
the three-bay portico on the east elevation. In the center of the pro-
jection is a single-light wooden door with a brick surround. Two small
six-light hinged windows flank the door. The second story of the pro-
jection contains a large opening with nine six-light, wood-framed win-
dows, arranged three over three. Fenestration on this elevation is
asymmetrical. The second story windows of each side section are
arranged in sets of four, two, and four, each set sharing a sill.
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There are seven openings on the first story of the north section, each
originally a window. A wooden handicap access door and ramp now
replaces one window. The first story windows on the south section are
grouped in sets of four, one, and four.

Thompson Student Services Center served as the education building
from its completion in 1920 until a newer, larger facility replaced it
in 1969. Since that time it has housed the various student services
offices. It became "Thompson" in 1959, when the name was added above
the front entrance. Despite these changes, the addition of a handicap
access, and the brick paneling of one window, the architectural
integrity of this building has been maintained.

PHYSICAL PLANT (Mining Experiment Station - 1921)

The Physical Plant 1is a small, rectangular, two-story brick
building. The plain, wutilitarian structure was designed in 1920 by
Frederic DeLongchamps of Reno as a Federal Mining Experiment Station.
It is located directly behind, or north of, the Mackay School of Mines
Building, and faces east. No external modifications have been made,
so the building retains its original appearance.

The steel frame structure is faced in brick, laid in Flemish bond
with glazed headers, and 1is supported by a concrete basement. The
low, hipped roof, clad in brown asphalt shingles, is hidden by a brick
parapet in common bond. The building's only decorations are brick: a
cornice at the base of the parapet; window sills and flat, radiating
arches; and framing around the entrance doors. Windows are wood,
six-over-six double hung sash with wood surrounds.

The east and west elevations are both seven-bay, with an entrance
in the center bay. The main entrance is in the east elevation. Both
front and rear entries are wood, double, single-light doors with rec-
tangular four-light transoms. On the east elevation, there are six
concrete steps with a solid concrete rail leading to the first floor.
On the west, the entrance is at ground level.

On the west elevation there 1is a 1large opening above the
entrance. Within the opening there are four six-light windows,
arranged two-by-two. These light the interior stairway from first to
second stories. There are two metal fire escapes on this side of the
building, one on each end, each exiting through a second story window.
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The north and south elevations are both five-bay. On the west
corner of the north elevation a small transformer building abuts the
main structure. It is clad in Flemish bond, and has a flat, brick
roof. The only entrance to the small structure is a solid wood door
on the west side.

The building served as an experimental station until the comple-
tion of the new Federal Bureau of Mines building in 1955. The Nevada
Bureau of Mines then used it until the new Engineering building was
built in 1964, at which time the building became part of the Physical
Plant. Anthropology and other departments have used office and
laboratory space in the building as well. There have been no altera-
tions to the structure. The building maintains its architectural
integrity.

CLARK ADMINISTRATION (Memorial Library - 1927)

The Clark Administration Building is a rectangular, two-story,
brick building with limestone decorative elements, designed in 1926 by
Robert D. Farquhar of Los Angeles as the second campus library. It is
located on the south end of campus directly west of Morrill Hall, on
the east shore of Manzanita Lake. The building is situated with its
long axis north and south, and its main entrance in the south end,
facing downtown Reno. Very few external changes have been made to
this structure; its retains its original appearance.

The symmetrical, brick, two-story building 1is rectangular in

plan, measuring 50' x 150'. The steel-frame structure is clad in
Flemish bond with glazed headers. Decorative elements are in Bedford
limestone and marble. The hip-with-deck roof is metal-clad, with

limestone cornice and dentils. The foundation is cut granite with a
carved granite water table.

All windows are double metal casement units, vertically set, with
limestone flat arches and sills. Those in the second story have eight
lights in each half, under fixed eight-light transoms. Main first
story windows are ten light under four light transoms.

The three-bay south elevation includes the building's main
entrance in the center bay. Entry is through an arch faced in lime-
stone quoins and voussoirs. Within the arch 1is an inset panel of
dark, Levanto marble, into which is set the entry. Above the doors



NPS Form 10-800-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Expires 10-31-87

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Item number 7 Page 23

the panel reads "Library of the University of Nevada erected 1926" in
incised gold 1letters. The door itself is a set of four revolving

panels, each single light with a wood frame. This unit is framed by a
lighter marble surround with a curved lintel and open book motif above
the door. Ten granite steps with a solid railing 1lead to the
entrance.

East and west elevations are eight bay, with a small, four 1light
window between bays on the first story. The east elevation has one
first-floor entrance, a revolving door with a fixed transom, and six
granite steps with an iron railing. A brass plaque, added to the
south corner of this elevation in 1962, reads 'Clark Administration
Building.' The west elevation, facing the lake, has three basement
level entrances, all single-light metal doors at ground level.

The north elevation has a central first-floor entrance with a
limestone flat arch. The single-light metal door has single-pane
sidelights and a fixed transom. Above it on the second floor is a
single-light wooden fire escape door with metal staircase. There is a
double eight-light window on each side of each door.

The building was used as a library until 1962, when a new library
building was constructed. At that time the interior was remodeled
under the direction of Russell Clopine. The copper roof was replaced
in 1932 after the original blew off. Despite minor modifications, the
building retains its architectural integrity.

MACKAY SCIENCE HALL - 1930

Mackay Science Hall 1is a rectangular, two-story, brick Neo-
Classical building designed by Frederic DeLongchamps of Reno for use
as laboratories and classrooms. The structure was completed in 1930.
It is located east and just north of Morrill Hall, and faces on the
main university quadrangle. The exterior of the building has not been
modified, and maintains its original appearance.

The two-story, symmetrical, fifteen bay structure is rectangular
in plan, measuring 172' x 79'. The building is faced in brick, the
upper levels in Flemish bond with glazed headers, and the basement in
common bond. Decorative elements are brick and Bedford limestone.
The hip with deck roof is clad in metal, with a limestone cornice and
dentils and a patterned brick frieze.
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Windows are six-over-six, double hung sash with metal frames,
with radiating brick flat arches and stone sills. First floor windows
are framed by a course of projecting brick headers and topped by a
limestone keystone. Rear, or east, elevation windows include some
exceptions.

The principal, or west, facade is divided into thirds by a cen-
tral, five-bay, two-story limestone portico. This classical feature
includes six monumental Ionic columns, entablature, cornice, and flat

parapet. "MACKAY SCIENCE HALL"™ 1is chiseled into the entablature.
The central entry includes double, single-light metal doors with a
single-light transom and limestone surround. Six limestone steps

marked by an open metal railing lead to the portico. A marble corner-
stone set in the southwest corner reads "This cornerstone has been set
by Clarence H. Mackay on October 24, 1930." A single-light metal door
has been added to the center bay on each side.

The north and south elevations are each five bay. The south
elevation has an ornamental limestone, two-story false portico, echo-
ing the front portico. This feature consists of four engaged Ionic
columns between two pilaster strips. These are topped by an entabla-
ture and a frieze, and supported by a continuous sill at the water
table.

The rear, or east elevation is different from the other three in
roof 1line and fenestration. In roof treatment, the building is
divided in half along the long axis, north to south. The front, or
west, half is a full two stories, and has its own hip-with-deck roof.
The back, or east, half is flat-roofed, and the center one-third of
the elevation is only one story. This center section has no windows.
The two-story south end of the elevation is six bay, with a variety of
sizes of wundecorated windows. The windows of the north side are
grouped in sets of three, two and three on both stories. From this
view, various roof additions are visible, related to laboratories in
the building.

The interior of Mackay Science Hall was renovated under the
direction of DeLongchamps in 1962. The building is still used today
as classrooms for a variety of departments, and to house the Geography
Department and some sections of the Medical School. Despite minor
alterations, the building maintains its architectural integrity.
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PALMER ENGINEERING BUILDING - 1941

Palmer Engineering 1is a two-story brick building with a
classically-inspired limestone facade, designed in 1939 by Reno archi-
tect Russell Mills. It is located on the lower campus, east of the
main quad, and faces west toward the rear of the New Mines building.
This building has some modernizations, but still retains its original
character.

The two-story structure is L-shaped in plan. The main section is
a fifteen- by five-bay rectangle, with the long axis oriented north
and south and the main entrance in the center bay of the west eleva-
tion. The wing, six by three bays, is located on the north end of the
east, or rear, elevation. The main roof is hipped, with the lower hip
of the ell joining it on its northeast side. Roofing material is red
asphalt shingles.

The building has a steel frame and is supported by a basement.
The body of the structure is clad in Flemish bond with glazed headers,
with Bedford limestone ornamentation. A plain limestone cornice and
patterned brick frieze band the building below the roof line, as do a
beveled limestone watertable and a course of brick headers at basement
level.

All first and second story windows are eight-over-eight, double
hung sash, with metal frames, brick flat arches and limestone sills.
First story windows on east, north and south elevations are framed by
a course of projecting headers and have a limestone keystone. Remain-
ing first story windows have no framing and a brick keystone.

The principal, or west, elevation has a central, three-bay clas-
sical portico with six bays on each side. The two -story pedimented
portlco is supported by four monumental Tuscan columns. The feature
is constructed of Bedford limestone. "ENGINEERING BUILDING" 1is
chiseled into the entablature. The double, single-light main doors are
of wood construction, and include a rectangular fixed twelve-light
transom. The doors are framed by a limestone cornice and surrounds.
Above the doors is an oval terra cotta cartouche and a brass plaque
readlng "Stanley G. Palmer Mechanical Engineering Building." The por-
tico is reached by eleven cement steps defined by a solid railing.

The north elevation of the building includes the wing of the ell,
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and is eleven bays in width. The south elevation, only the width of
the main rectangular section, is five-bay. One basement opening on
each of the two elevations is a corrugated metal freight door.

On the east, or rear, elevation, fenestration is unsymmetrical,
including some smaller windows. A Dbrick projection containing an
elevator, and having an outside entrance for handicap access, has been
added to the elevation.

On the south face of the ell, at the intersection with the east
elevation, is a first story entry. The double single-light entry doors
are wood, with a six-light transom, and are under a tin roof supported
by a steel pipe. The doors are framed by a soldier course of bricks.
The entry is reached by fourteen concrete steps with an open metal
railing. There are four windows on the basement level and first story
and six on the second.

The rear of the ell (east) has a central exterior brick chimney
framed by two windows on either side on both the first and second
stories. The basement on this face of the ell is extended out, faced
with concrete, and has four windows.

Palmer has remained the home of engineering throughout its use,
although it now shares the function with a newer engineering building.
Many original second story windows throughout the building have been
replaced with a single light in each sash: all on the north and south
elevations and south face of the ell, four on the west facade, and
five on the south elevation of the main section. Despite this win-
dow replacement, the building retains its overall architectural
integrity.

GYMNASIUM - 1945

The Gymnasium was designed in 1938 by Frederic J. DeLongchamps.
The symmetrical rectangular brick building has decorative elements of
Art Moderne style. It is located adjacent to Virginia Street behind
Lincoln and White Pine Halls, with the entrance in the short axis fac-
ing south. No major external modifications have been made to the
building; it retains its original appearance.

The gym is rectangular in plan, measuring 170' x 125', and has
three stories and a basement. The steel frame structure is clad in
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Flemish bond brick. In the upper levels, the pattern includes glazed
headers, while the basement and first floor levels have horizontal
stripes of recessed glazed headers. The gable-on-hip roof is covered
in red asbestos shingles. The cornice and frieze that band the build-
ing are both poured concrete.

Upper story windows on each elevation are arranged in a centered
ribbon of concrete two stories high. The ribbons consist of a series
of vertical concrete panels separated only by concrete pilasters,
abutting the concrete frieze at the top and supported by a continuous
concrete sill with rounded ends. Windows are set in the upper por-
tions of the panels. On the north and south elevations, each panel
has one pair of two-light, top-hinged metal windows. On the east and
west elevations are three stacked pairs in each panel. East and west
ribbons are eighteen window panels long. North and south have eleven
panels, First story and basement windows are three-light, hinged
metal windows with brick sills. Their vertical placement roughly
corresponds to the upper level windows. Horizontally, they are set
into the stripes formed by the decorative rows of glazed headers. On
all sides of the building, many of the panes of glass are painted, in
a variety of colors. "GYMNASIUM" is chiseled in the frieze above the
windows on the east, south and west elevations.

The principal elevation is on the south side of the building.
The main entry, designed like a theater entrance, is in the center of
this elevation, under a poured concrete marquee supported by two metal
poles. The entry 1is recessed, with a ticket booth in the center,
faced in brick and glass block. On each side of the booth is a set of
double, metal-frame main doors. Entrance stairs rise from both east
and west, and are faced on the south by a brick and concrete rail.

The west elevation facing Virginia Street has an entry at both
the north and south ends of the building, with double metal frame
doors. On this elevation the basement is not exposed, and entrance is
to the first floor.

The east elevation facing the campus has two single-light metal
frame doors, one at each end of the building, each with a sidelight
and a transom, and each covered with a semicircular protecting roof.
These doors enter the basement 1level, which on this elevation is
exposed.
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The gymnasium was used as the Department of Physical Education
and for athletic events until the mid-1970s, when new buildings took
over these functions. Today, it is called 'the old gym'. The Dbase-
ment, designed to house all athletic offices, showers and lockers,
houses only the football 